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GERALD FRANCIS YEO, 

M.D. UNIV.  DUBL., F.R.S., 

EMERITUS PROFESSOR OF PHYSIOLOGY,  K I N G ' S  COLLEGE,  

LONDON'.  

~'IrIt deep regret we announce the death on May 1, 1909, 
at Austin's Close, Harbertonford, Devonshire, of this dis- 
tinguished physiolo~st and kindly Irish gentleman. Born. on 
January 19, 1845, and therefore in his sixty-fifth year at 
the time of his death, GERALD YEO was. the second son of 
the late Henry Yco, J.P., of Ceanchoir, Howth, Co. Dublin. 
He was educated at the Royal School: Dungannon, Co. 
Tyrone, from which he entered Trinity. College, Dublin. 
Having graduated in Arts and Medicine in the University 
of Dublin, he started practice in this City, and became a. 
member of the teaching staff of the School of Physic in 
Ireland--the Medical School of the University. After some 
time, YEO went abroad, pursuing his post-graduate studies 
at the University of France, and in Berlin and Vienna. In 
1874 he succeeded, as Professor of .Physiology at  King's 
College, London, the late Professor Rutherford, who was at. 
that time appointed to the corresponding Chai~ in the 
University of Edinburgh..  For some t ime Yv.o served a~ 
Assistant-Surgeon at King 's  College Hospital, but resigning 
this post he devoted himself to the duties of his Chair, 
which he discharged with great success until 1890, ~-hen he 
voluntarily retired, the Cauncil of King's Coll.cge conferring 
on him the title of Emeritus Professor. 

GF, RAr.D YEO'S career was one of hard work and well- 
earned distinction. He ~as the author of a " Manual of 
Physiology," ~hich was republished in the United States 
of America, and ran through six editions within ten years. 
He played a prominent part in the foundation of the 
,Physiological Society, of which he acted as Secretary for 
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fifteen years. With Dr. David Ferrier, he carried out an 
epoch-making research on cerebral localisation in monkeys. 
For an essay on Diseases of the Kidney he had been awarded, 
in 1871, the Gold Medal of the Pathological Society of 
Dublin. Among his other contributions to medical science 
were papers on "Psammoma.of the Brain," "Glioma of the 
Brain," "Mycosis Intestinalis," the "La ten t  Period of 
Muscle Contraction". (Proceedings o~ the Royal Society). 
"Function-Roots of Spinal Plexuses" (with Professor 
Ferrier)., and " Function of the Cortex of the Brain"  (in 
the same Proceedings), and the " Relation of Late, hey to 
Contraction " (Jo~ernal o] Physiology, ]883). So far back 
as 1874 he published a paper--one of the earliest on the 
subject--on " Bacteria in Disease " in the Irish Hospital 
Gazette, a medical periodical founded and edited by his 
friend the late Sir George Duffey. 

During the active period of his professional career, DR. 
Y~.o acted as Examiner in Physiology in the Royal College 
of Surgeons, England (from 1880 to 1891), the University 
of .London (from 1882 to 1887), the University of Cambridge 
(in 1887 and 1888), the University of Oxford (from 1889 to 
1891), and the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (from 
1885 to 1891). He was a successful teacher, and his keen 
Irish sense of humour stood him in good stead in managing 
his classes. An amusing incident once occurred, which may 
be recalled in illustration of this statement. One day a 
member of the class, possessed of more animal spirits than 
brains, threatened to cause disorder during a lecture on an 
abstruse physiological topic. The Professor suddenly paused 
in his delivery, seized a long pointer which was resting 
beside the black-board, and holding it out at arm's len~h 
gently touched with its tip the top of the offender's head. 
He then with a grave face pensively exclaimed--"Ah! I 
thought so--empty/" Needless to say there was no further 
disturbance--on that occasion, at all events. 

In June, 1871, GF, RALD YEO obtained the then recently 
founded Diploma in State Medicine'of the University ~f 
Dublin in compan)~ with his friends, Arthur Wynne Foot, 
John Todhunter, and John William Moore. 

On his retirement in 1890, YEo became a hospitable and 
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genial country gentleman at Fowey, in Cornwall, and after- 
wards at Bowden House, Totnes, Devonshire, gardening, 
fishing and yachting being his favourite recreations. He 
was a member of the Royal Western and Royal St. George's 
Yacht Clubs. Be was twice married--first, in 1873, to 
Charlotte, only daughter of ]~lr. J. Kitchen, and secondly, in 
1886, to Augusta Frances, second daughter of Mr. Edward 
Hunt, of Belmore, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny, by whom 
and by an only son he is survived. His son is a lieutenant 
in the 2rid Devon Regiment now stationed at Malt, a. 

Although five and thirty years have passed since GERALD 
YEO left his native soil, his Irish friends ever'kept for him a 
warm corner in their hearts, and he on his part never forgot 
that he was first and before all an Irish gentleman. 

For a long time past his health had been a source of anxiety 
to his many friends. A spasmodic bronchial catarrh 
weakened his heart, and the end came suddel,ly at the last 
in the presence of his loving and devoted wife. To her 
and to her youthful and gallant soldier-son we tender ou~ 
respectful and heartfelt sympathy in their bereavement. 

J. W. M. 


